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• Buckingham Drive Sewer Separation - In 1988 and 1989, a sewer 
separation project was completed in two phases.  The area was along 
Buckingham Drive and portions of Friebel Road, Tampa Avenue, 
Ormond Street, Davis Avenue, Milner Avenue, Colonial Avenue and 
Holmesdale which were tributary to the Buckingham Drive combined 
sewer. The area of sewers separated also included portion of New 
Scotland Avenue.  All street catch basins were connected to a new 
storm drainage system which discharged into a tributary of the Krum 
Kill. Thereby the drainage from approximately 51 acres of the Beaver 
Creek Sewer District was removed from the Hackett Boulevard Sub-
Trunk Sewer which had been seriously overloaded. 

City of Albany’s and Albany Water Board’s efforts to 
reduce both the incidence and duration of 

combined sewer discharges

BUCKINGHAM LAKE  7/13/2009



•Berkshire Boulevard Sewer Separation - In 1993 through 1995, a 
multiple phase project was undertaken to separate the storm drainage 
from existing sanitary sewers in the vicinity of Berkshire Boulevard.  The 
area included drainage that was tributary to a main collection trunk 
along Berkshire Boulevard and was bounded generally by Lenox 
Avenue on the east, by Orlando Avenue on the west, by Western 
Avenue on the north and by Greenway on the south.  Most of the storm 
drainage separated from the sanitary flows was diverted to a stilling 
basin constructed at the west end of the Buckingham Lake.  A pump 
station was installed which directs the storm water to a NYS drainage 
line which runs along Route 85 Bypass to the Krum Kill.  The drainage 
from approximately 270 acres of the Beaver Creek Sewer District was 
removed from the Hansen Avenue Sub-Trunk Sewer which had been 
seriously overloaded.  

City of Albany’s and Albany Water Board’s efforts to 
reduce both the incidence and duration of 

combined sewer discharges
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Ordinance Authorizing the Grade and 
Clear Property known as Buckingham 
lake and Buckingham boulevard (sic).

Originally appropriates $9,000
Passed January 15, 1932

Ordinance Amending Authorization to 
Grade and Clear Property known as 
Buckingham lake and Buckingham 

boulevard (sic).
Adds $5,000

Passed June 20, 1932

Ordinance Amending Authorization 
to Grade and Clear Property known 

as Buckingham lake and 
Buckingham boulevard (sic).

Adds $3,000
Passed December 8, 1932
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Photo of Buckingham Lake (1931)
View is thought to be from east end looking west
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Photo of  Buckingham Lake Area (1931)
View is thought to be towards the southwest shore

(end of Lenox or Euclid Avenue)
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Photo of  Buckingham Lake Area (1931)  View is thought to be 
towards the northwest shore (near current end of Colonial Avenue)
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Photo of  Buckingham Lake Area (1931)  View is thought to be towards the 
northeast shore (buildings in the view may be on Lenox Avenue – Western 

Avenue side)
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Photo of  Buckingham Lake (1931)  View is thought to be of the
western end of the lake
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Photo showing squatter’s sheds on Berkshire Boulevard (1939)
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Map showing  Buckingham Lake Area (ca 1941)
View thought to be at the end of Colonial Avenue 

then under construction
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Map showing  Buckingham Lake Area (ca 1941)
Another view thought to be at the end of Colonial Avenue 

after construction of berm



BUCKINGHAM LAKE  7/13/2009

Photo showing Colonial Avenue under construction in 1941
Note Stonehenge Gardens under construction
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Photo showing Colonial Avenue after construction in 1941
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Map showing  Buckingham Lake (ca 1939)
Lot layout is from 1976
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Excavation 
of trench 

connecting 
stilling basin 
to main pond
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Installation 
of discharge 
from storm 

sewer to the 
stilling basin
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Placing of 
rip-rap 
layer in  
stilling 
basin
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Placing of fine stone layer over rip-rap in stilling basin
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Installing new storm sewer by Davis Avenue & Cortland Street
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Installing new fence and trail
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New fence and trail complete



Buckingham Lake – Stilling Basin
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In 1995, stormwater 
from 270 acres of 
developed area was 
diverted to a stilling 
pond and retained in 
Buckingham Lake.  
This reduced the 
impact of storms on 
the Beaver Creek 
Combined Sewer.  
Overflows and 
Discharges.  
Drainage is pumped 
to NYSDOT 
drainage system.  
Note the intake 
manhole.



Buckingham Lake – Stilling Basin
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View of 
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Basin 

7/1/2009



Buckingham Lake – Stilling Basin
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The intake 
manhole in 

Stilling Basin 
7/1/2009.



Buckingham Lake – Stilling Basin

BUCKINGHAM LAKE  7/13/2009

View of Pump 
Station from 

Davis Avenue. 
7/1/2009



Buckingham Lake – Stilling Basin
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View of  Top of 
Pump Station . 

7/1/2009



Buckingham Lake
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Aerators were 
added to reduce 
algae. A water fill 
pipe was added to 
allow for City water 
to be added to 
maintain the lake 
during periods of 
drought.



Buckingham Lake
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Entrance to 
path from Davis 

Avenue



Buckingham Lake
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Dan 
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mitigation 
project by 

Armory 
Garage



Buckingham Lake
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Buckingham Lake
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“Do Not Feed the 
Ducks”  sign .



Buckingham Lake
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Small 
Playground at 
Buckingham 

Lake



Summary

• Buckingham Lake provides Storm Water 
Storage for Storm Water Management

• Storm Water Management will reduce 
Local Flooding

• Buckingham Lake is a naturally shallow 
man-made water body.

• Lake was last dredged in 1977-78.
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It’s Time For
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