
 

 

 

BUCKINGHAM POND CONSERVANCY BOARD MEETING 

September 23, 2024, 7PM 

Pine Hills Library, In Person 

Meeting Attendees: Grace Bennett, Gabi Sarhos, Jenny O’Neill, Felton McLaughlin, Marsha 
Penrose, Laura Andrea Leguia, Mark Schlessman, Linda Wagner. 

Guest: Alexander Word. 

Absentees: Nancy Costello, Anne Savage, Jeanette Carioto, Kate Carleo 

 

1. Minutes 
The minutes of August 26’s Board meeting were accepted. 
 

2. Treasurer’s Report 
After a discussion about Jessica's invoices for the work she has done, the treasurer's 
report was accepted. It is unclear if Jessica was paid all of the money that was allocated 
for her. Jenny will check on this. Jessica's maintenance work began on Sept 9 and will 
continue for 8 weeks. She will be paid $300 per week. 

3. October Board Meeting: 
The next Board meeting is scheduled for October 28, via zoom. 

4. Annual Meeting 2025: 
It was decided that the Annual Meeting will be on Saturday, March 29, 2025 at the Pine Hills 
Library, 11:00-12:30 

5. Fall Cleanup: 
a. The date for the Fall Clean-up is set for October 27 (UPDATE- this date was changed 

to October 20) 
b. Gabi and Laura will be the organizers 
c. Felton will contact Jena DiTonno, the city gardener, about getting tulip bulbs 

6. Davey Tree Service 
VOTE: proposed by Mark to pay Davey Tree Service was approved with 7 yays and 1 
abstention: 
 $945 in May-June 2025 to treat for Emerald Ash Borer for two Ash trees 
 $425 now for soil fertilizer for the 2 Ash trees and 2 Pine trees  
 Mark will ask Davey about soil aeration "lite" 

7. Trees 
Alex will contact Jay Lavigne, the city arborist, about the dead branches on the Cottonwood 
trees, and what the city's policies are for the care of the trees in the city. 
 



 

8. Grants 
Linda and Gabi will work on the Common Roots grant with a focus on continuing Jessica's 
work. 

9. Dredging 
 Marsha raised questions about dredging and what the Conservancy is doing with the 

Lake Management Plan. 
 It was discussed that the plan helped us get grants which in turn supported Jessica's 

work. Dredging would be extremely expensive, but ultimately what needs to be done to 
keep the pond from filling in. 

 Marsha will contact the president of the Washington Park Conservancy about a joint 
feasibility study on dredging. 

 The Board is encouraged to familiarize themselves with the Lake Management Plan 
found on our website. 

10. Announcements: 
 The reason the city is not dealing with poison ivy is because they're working it out with 

the union right now. Grace and Mark will meet with Jeff Kelley on Wednesday at 8am. 
 Gabi will contact Laura Graceffa about helping with the signs. 
 The Ice Cream Social was a success!  

 

Next Meeting: October 28 via Zoom 


