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ANNUAL MEETING
M A R C H  1 7 ,  2 0 2 4

B U C K I N G H A M  P O N D  C O N S E R V A N C Y

Photo © Laura Shaddak

Our mission is to coordinate existing 
resources and identify new resources devoted 
to protecting, preserving, and enhancing 
Buckingham Pond and its surrounding green 
space.
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1. Welcome (Felton McLaughlin)

2. Introduction of Current Board Members 
(Felton McLaughlin)

3. Board Member Elections (Felton McLaughlin)
Proposed renewing & new board members

4. Treasurer’s Report (Jenny O’Neill)

5. Welcome Neighborhood Specialist 
Alex Word

6. Year in Review 2023-2024

7. Q & A

AGENDA

Photo © Sara Hart
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BOARD MEMBERS 
& ELECTIONS
2 0 2 4  –  2 0 2 6  S L A T E  P R O P O S E D  B O A R D

Board Member Board Term

Gabi Sarhos – Current President 2024-2026

Felton McLaughlin – Vice President 2024-2026

Jenny O’Neill – Treasurer 2022-2025

Nancy Costello – Secretary 2023-2025 

Grace Bennett – At Large 2024-2026

Kate Carleo – At Large 2023-2025

Jeanette Carioto – At Large 2023-2025

Laura Andrea Leguia – At Large 2023-2025

Marsha Penrose – At Large 2024-2026

Anne Savage – At Large 2024-2026

Mark Schlessman – At Large 2024-2026

Linda Wagner – At Large 2023-2025

Felton McLaughlin
Vice President

Marsha Penrose
At Large

Mark Schlessman
At Large

Gabi Sarhos
President

Grace Bennett
At Large

Anne Savage
At Large
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TREASURER’S 
REPORT

FINANCIAL POSITION
3-YEAR COMPARISON

2024, 2023, 2022
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INCOME & EXPENSES
3-YEAR COMPARISON

2024, 2023, 2022

TREASURER’S 
REPORT
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Welcome
Neighborhood Specialist 
Alex Word
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2023 YEAR IN REVIEW
T H A N K S  T O  V O L U N T E E R S ,  
D O N O R S ,  A N D  C I T Y  O F  A L B A N Y

Photo © Dan Justa / Flickr
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1. 

SPRING/
SUMMER/
FALL
CLEANUP AND 
BITTERSWEET 
& GARLIC 
MUSTARD 
MAINTENANCE

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

TOP Oriental bittersweet is a threat to native environments 
by aggressively choking out other woody plants. Can easily 
climb trees up to 90 feet tall. Pervasive all over the pond 
grounds, more aggressive removal need.

BOTTOM
Removals of highly invasive garlic 

mustard, year 3:
(L) First Year Rosettes; (C)  Second 

Year Flower 
April to May; (R) Jewelweed, 

a native annual plant with showy 
orange flowers, where garlic mustard 

had dominated the year before
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2. 

SPRING/
SUMMER/
FALL
PARK 
STEWARDS

You can help! 
With a bit of training you 
can become a Park Steward!
TASKS: Clipping, trimming shrubs on pathway 
and shoreline; raking leaves; etc.

Thanks to Park Stewards
BJ Costello, Felton McLaughlin, Ruth Pelham

MORE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
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3. 

EVENTS
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4. 

ANOTHER
CSLAP SEASON 
COMPLETE
Pond Water Quality
through NYSDEC 
and NYSFOLA
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6. 

WEBSITE 
LAUNCHED

Excited to  make 
progress towards 
the new updated 
BPC website
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7. 

OTHER 
WORK
Around the Pond

Playground Advocacy
Board with neighbor Al Lawrence, 
and Department of Recreation 

Little Free Library
Department of Recreation w/ initiative 
by neighbor Therese Joyce

Port-a-Potty Advocacy
Department of General Services with
Board and neighbor Bill Alexander and 
Neighborhood Specialist Alex Word

Path Repair in Fall 2024
Department of General Services, 
thanks Jeff Kelley and crew

Wildlife Advocacy
(Great Blue Heron)
Wildlife Rehabilitator Amy Bizer

Thanks to Sara Hart for continued 
vigilance and bringing issues to Board 
and City’s attention.
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OPPORTUNITIES
2 0 2 4  –  2 0 2 5  L O O K  A H E A D

• Keep you updated on website, social media, 
and monthly meeting.

• Continue developing relationship 
w/ City departments (DGS/AWD/REC), 
Deb Zamer, Alex Word

• Prioritize path improvements with AWD & 
DGS

• Prioritize native species planting

• Mobilize more volunteers, Park Stewards

• NYSFOLA/CSLAP water testing

Photo © Alyssa Cinquino
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THANK YOU
I N S T A G R A M  &  F A C E B O O K  

W W W . B U C K I N G H A M P O N D C O N S E R V A N C Y . O R G

Photo © Sara Hart

Questions / Comments.
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