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Photo © Laura Shaddak

ANNUAL MEETING
M A R C H  3 0 ,  2 0 2 5

B U C K I N G H A M  P O N D  C O N S E R V A N C Y

Our mission is to coordinate existing resources and 
identify new resources devoted to protecting, 
preserving, and enhancing Buckingham Pond and 
its surrounding green space.

Photo © Dan Justa / Flickr
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1. Welcome (Grace Bennett)

2. Introduction of Current Board Members 
(Gabi Sarhos)

3. Board Member Elections (Gabi Sarhos)
Proposed renewing & new board members

4. Treasurer’s Report (Jenny O’Neill)

5. Welcome Neighborhood Specialist 
Ken Louzier

6. Year in Review 2024-2025

7. Q & A

AGENDA

Photo © Sara Hart
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Laura Andrea Leguía
At Large

Linda Wagner
At Large

BOARD MEMBERS, RETIRING



20
25

 A
N

N
UA

L 
M

EE
TI

N
G

4

BOARD MEMBERS 
ELECTIONS
2 0 2 5  –  2 0 2 7  S L A T E  P R O P O S E D  B O A R D

Board Member Board Term

Grace Bennett – President 2024-2026

Gabi Sarhos – Vice President 2024-2026

Jenny O’Neill – Treasurer 2025-2027

Nancy Costello – Secretary 2025-2027 

Jeanette Carioto – Renewing Seat 2025-2027

Kate Carleo – Renewing Seat 2025-2027

Al Lawrence – Board Candidate 2025-2027

Felton McLaughlin 2024-2026

Marsha Penrose 2024-2026

Beth Natali – Board Candidate 2025-2027

Anne Savage 2024-2026

Mark Schlessman 2024-2026

Nancy Costello
Secretary
Renewing Seat

Jeanette Carioto
Renewing Seat

Kate Carleo
Renewing Seat

Jenny O’Neill
Treasurer
Renewing Seat

Beth Natali
Board Seat 
Candidate

Al Lawrence
Board Seat 
Candidate
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TREASURER’S
REPORT
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TREASURER’S
REPORT
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Welcome
Neighborhood Specialist 
Ken Louzier
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2024 YEAR IN REVIEW
T H A N K S  T O  V O L U N T E E R S ,  
D O N O R S ,  A N D  C I T Y  O F  A L B A N Y
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1. 

SPRING/
SUMMER/
FALL

PART 1, 
ENE SECTION 

SHORELINE 
STABILIZATION 
AND NATIVE 
PLANTING 
PROJECT

• Jessica Marsico (That Garden Lady) served as consultant paid from 
membership dues & donations

• Slope and shore erosion control with stones and berms and swales
• Removals of invasives
• Disturb the least amount of soil possible
• Hand labor, no machinery
• Jute fabric instead of synthetic turf mats
• Install aquatic plants up against bank
• Install shrubs and other plans in swale
• Mulch well
• Seed slope of working section with native grasses mix and secure
• Public education signage
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1. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR MAINTENANCE
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1. 

BOTTOM
Summer Youth Employment Program, Strawberry Garden

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR MAINTENANCE
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2. 

GRANT for
SHORELINE 
STABILIZATION

Albany County 
Municipal Park 
Improvement 
Initiative Grant

PART 2, 
NE SECTION 

SHORELINE 
STABILIZATION 
AND NATIVE 
PLANTING 
PROJECT

Martin Daley
City of Albany
Director of Infrastructure 
Management

Gary Domalewicz
Albany County 
Legislative District 10

Dan McCoy
Albany County Executive

BUCKINGHAM POND
$19,500 AWARD through 
the City of Albany/DGS

Part 2 of the slope and shore erosion 
control, removals of invasives, and 
native plantings

DGS working to develop 
Request for Proposal Solicitation
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3. 

GRANT for 
VARIOUS PROJECTS

Albany County 
Legislative Grant 
Program

BUCKINGHAM POND
$2,170 AWARD

Grant funding allocated to various projects
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4. 

SPRING/
SUMMER/
FALL
CLEANUPS 
AND OTHER 
PLANTINGS

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

 Garlic Mustard Removals

 Bittersweet Removals

 New plantings of 
25 hazelnuts and 
25 witch hazels
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You can help! 
Become a Park Steward!
TASKS: Clipping, trimming shrubs on pathway 
and shoreline; raking leaves; etc.

5. 

SPRING/
SUMMER/
FALL
PARK STEWARDS

MORE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Thanks to Park Stewards
BJ Costello, Felton 
McLaughlin, Ruth Pelham, 
Sara Hart
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6. 

ANOTHER
CSLAP SEASON 
COMPLETE
Pond Water Quality
through NYSDEC 
and NYSFOLA

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
2025 NYSFOLA Conference
May 2 – 3, 2025, Fort William Henry Hotel 
and Conference Center, Lake George, NY
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The optimal pH for most aquatic plants 
and animals is 7. A pH level between 6.0-6.4 
or 7.6-8.0 is considered to be good.

6. 
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7. 

SPRING/
SUMMER/
FALL
EVENTS and 
OTHER WORK

 Advocacy with DGS 
for Poison Ivy Removals

 Little Free Library, Adult & Kid 
(Thanks Therese Joyce)

 Ice Cream Social

 Playground advocacy
with Recreation Department 

 Path Repair in Fall 2024, 
advocacy with DGS

 Protective Fencing for new 
shoreline plantings, advocacy 
with DGS 
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8. 

DEVELOPING 
PROGRAMS & 
COLLABORATIONS 

Around the Pond

 Wild Fowl Advocacy
and Signage

Please be an advocate for wild waterfowl 
with your friends, neighbors, and visitors.
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9. 

DEVELOPING 
PROGRAMS & 
COLLABORATIONS 

Around the Pond

 Domestic Muscovy Duck Rescue 
North Country Wild Care 
and Therese Joyce

Photo © Liz Gaudet

Photo © John Mickelson

Thanks to North Country Wild Care’s 
Julie Lafountain and neighbors including 
Therese Joyce and Sarah Cohen
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10. 

DEVELOPING 
PROGRAMS & 
COLLABORATIONS 

Around the Pond

 A lot of line and hooks were also 
recovered and disposed of prior 
to the photo.

 Making sure no debris is left in or 
around the pond is the ideal!

 However, using environmentally 
friendly equipment is also 
helpful: lead-free sinkers, 
biodegradable line, and non-
stainless hooks. Avoid lures 
containing lead, which is toxic 
to fish.
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OPPORTUNITIES
2 0 2 5  –  2 0 2 6  L O O K  A H E A D

• Keep you updated on website, social media, 
and monthly meetings

• Coordinate with DGS Part 2 of shoreline 
stabilization and native planting project funded 
$19,000 Albany County Grant

• Investigate funding sources for path 
improvements (long term project)

• Continue developing relationship 
w/ City departments (DGS/AWD/REC), 
Deb Zamer, Ken Louzier

• Interpretative Signage Project funded by 
Albany County Legislature

• Mobilize more volunteers, Park Stewards

• NYSFOLA/CSLAP water testing

Photo © Sara Hart
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OPPORTUNITIES
2 0 2 5  –  2 0 2 6  L O O K  A H E A D

Photo © Sara Hart

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR DESIGN, WRITING, CONTENT DEVELOPMENT

Interpretative Signage Project 
for Community Education featuring the history water quality and 
flora/fauna ecology of the pond and grounds
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THANK YOU
I N S T A G R A M  &  F A C E B O O K  

W W W . B U C K I N G H A M P O N D C O N S E R V A N C Y . O R G

Photo © Sara Hart

Questions / Comments.
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